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9/11 Commission Recommendation

òWe endorse the American National Standards 
Instituteõs recommended standard for private 
preparedness. We were encouraged by Secretary 
Ridgeõs praise of the standard, and urge the Dept. 
of Homeland Security to promote its adoption. 

We also encourage the insurance and credit -
rating industries to look closely at a companyõs 
compliance with the ANSI standard in assessing 
its insurability and creditworthiness.

We believe that compliance with the standard 
should define the standard of care owed by a 
company to its employees and the public for 
legal purposes. 

Private-sector preparedness is not a luxury; it is a 
cost of doing business in the post-9/11 world. It is 
ignored at a tremendous potential cost in lives, 
money, and national security.ó



Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention Act of 2004

Public Law 108 -458

Sec. 7305 Private Sector 

Preparedness:

òIt is the sense of Congress that the 

Secretary of Homeland Security should 

promote, where appropriate, the adoption 

of voluntary national preparedness 

standards such as the private sector 

preparedness standard developed by the 

American National Standards Institute and 

based on the National Fire Protection 

Association 1600 Standard on 

Disaster/Emergency Management and 

Business Continuity Programs .ó



Implementing Recommendations of 9/11 Commission Act 2007

Public Law 110 -53

Title IX òPrivate Sector 

Preparednessó

æSec. 523. Guidance and 

recommendations.

æSec. 524. Voluntary private sector 

preparedness accreditation and 

certification program.



Sec 523 Guidance and Recommendations

1. Risk assessment

2. Mitigation, including WMD

3. Resource management

4. Developing mutual aid agreements

5. Developing plans and procedures

6. Developing and conducting training 

and exercises

7. Developing and conducting training 

programs 

8. Developing procedures to respond 

to requests for information from the 

media or the public



Sec 524 Voluntary Accreditation Certification Program

Private Sector Entities

Qualified Preparedness Programs Receive ANAB -accredited Certification 

Certifying Bodies

Certify Compliant PS Preparedness Programs

ANAB (ANSI-ASQNational Accreditation Board)

Committee of Experts
Requirements for Certifying Bodies Accredit Qualified Third Parties Listing of Certified Entities

U.S. Dept. of Homeland Security
Federal Officer/Private Sector 

Preparedness Council
Designate the Standard(s) Select the Accrediting Body



Certifying Bodies

æAbility to certify private sector entities in 

accordance with the procedures/requirements

æNo beneficial interest in or control over 

private sector entity under certification 

process or any organization that provides 

preparedness consulting services to private 

sector entities

æMaintain liability insurance

æProtect proprietary information

æMonitored and annual review



òVoluntary Preparedness Standardsó



NFPA 1600

æItõs not a òhow-toó guide and does not 

prescribe a development process

æSpecifies the management and essential 

elements of a program for emergency 

management and business continuity


